
Dr. Nadeau is a world-renowned physician-scientist whose career serves as a bridge
between clinical excellence and pioneering environmental health research. She is  the
Chair of the Department of Environmental Health at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of
Public Health and the John Rock Professor of Climate and Population Studies, and her
research  focuses on the intersection of immunology, climate change, and human
health.

Dr. Nadeau’s academic journey is rooted in rigorous interdisciplinary training. After
graduating Summa Cum Laude from Haverford College, she earned both her PhD and
MD from Harvard Medical School through the NIH Medical Scientist Training Program.
This foundation in biological chemistry and molecular pharmacology fueled her
transition into pediatrics and later into the specialized fields of asthma, allergy, and
immunology. Her expertise is further bolstered by certificates in Public Policy and Health
Care Strategy, reflecting a commitment to translating laboratory science into global
governance. Dr. Nadeau’s research defined the importance of  "exposomics"— the study
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of how environmental exposures influence the immune system. At Harvard, she directs
the Allergy, Climate, and Exposomics Laboratory, investigating the systemic impacts of
air pollution and wildfires. Prior to her Harvard tenure, she was the Naddisy Foundation
Professor at Stanford University, where she founded the Sean N. Parker Center for Allergy
and Asthma Research. Her work there revolutionized the understanding of immune
tolerance, leading to the development of novel therapies for life-threatening allergies.

A tireless advocate for planetary health, Dr. Nadeau’s influence extends into high-level
policy. She has served on the U.S. EPA’s Scientific Advisory Board and currently
contributes to the WHO Air Pollution and Health Scientific Advisory Group. In 2022, she
was appointed to the U.S. Federal Wildfire Commission, where she addresses the health
crises precipitated by the climate-driven increase in wildfire frequency. Beyond her
research and policy work, she is a prolific entrepreneur, having launched four biotech
companies dedicated to advancing immunological treatments.

Central to Dr. Nadeau’s professional identity is her dedication to education and
mentorship. Since 1990, she has prioritized the cultivation of the next generation of
scientists. She serves on the Council on Education at Harvard Medical School and has
developed innovative curricula that connect climate change to medical practice. From
mentoring high school students to guiding PhD candidates and medical residents, her
pedagogical reach is vast. She also co-founded the PRISM program to support the
career development of postdoctoral fellows and research scientists.

Dr. Nadeau is a member of the National Academy of Medicine and has received
numerous accolades, including the Paul Ehrlich International Award for Research.
Through her roles as a clinician at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and a global
leader in environmental health, she continues to advocate for a holistic approach to
medicine—recognizing that the health of the individual is inseparable from the health of
the planet.
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