
Maria-Lisa Abundo, CIH joined OSHA in 1994 in Massachusetts in the Boston South Area
Office where she worked as a compliance officer for ten years and a supervisor for 17 years.  
She supervised a team of compliance officers consisting of Industrial Hygienists and Safety
Officers.  During the pandemic, she transferred to the Boston Enforcement Programs and
Technical Support (EPTS) team in May 2020, where she provides technical support to the local
OSHA Area Offices and the National Office. Prior to her career at OSHA, Ms. Abundo
completed a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering, at the University of
California at Davis and worked in Silicon Valley.  She completed a Master of Science Degree in
Industrial Hygiene in June 1994, at the Harvard School of Public Health, in Boston. Ms. Abundo
is a Certified Industrial Hygienist and received her certification from the American Board of
Industrial Hygiene in 1999.

Gabriela Andujar-Vazquez, MD completed her undergraduate education at the Univ. of
Puerto Rico, where she received a B.S. in Biology. She completed medical school at the
Universidad Central del Caribe in Puerto Rico. Afterwards, she did her Internal Medicine
Residency at Mount Sinai Beth Israel Medical Center followed by Infectious Diseases
Fellowship at Tufts Medical Center. She completed a clinical research certificate at the Clinical
& Translational Science Institute at the Tufts University Sackler School of Biomedical Sciences.
Subsequently, she became faculty at Division of Geographic Medicine and Infectious Diseases
at Tufts Medical Center. During her time at Tufts Medicine, she served as the Associate
Hospital Epidemiologist and Director of the Antimicrobial Stewardship Program. In addition,
she directed the Antimicrobial Stewardship and Infection Prevention ID fellowship
Concentrations at Tufts. She served as Medical Director for the Tufts Medicine COVID-19
vaccine clinics. In 2025 she joined as faculty to the Infectious Diseases & International Health
Section at Dartmouth Health. She serves as the Healthcare Epidemiologist and medical
director of infection prevention for Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center and Clinics.

Deborah Nicolls Barbeau, MD, PhD, MSPH is a board‐certified physician in Occupational and
Environmental Medicine, Internal Medicine, and Infectious Diseases and currently serves as
Medical Director of the Occupational and Environmental Health Network in Massachusetts.
She has extensive experience providing occupational health and biosafety consultation to
academic institutions, healthcare systems, and biotechnology organizations. Her professional
interests include occupational infectious disease, research safety, exposure management, and
medical surveillance of workers.
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Jeremy Berger, DO, MPH, MS. Lt Col, MC (FS), USAF is a recent graduate of the Harvard
Occupational and Environmental Medicine residency program, with training in both public
health and clinical medicine. He is a combat-tested flight surgeon in the United States Air
Force. His work focuses on workforce safety, disaster response, and outbreak investigation in
high-risk environments where failures can have immediate and widespread consequences. He
is particularly interested in identifying emerging threats, including substance use in safety-
sensitive occupations, and translating data into rapid, actionable interventions. His work
emphasizes prevention, systems-level change, and strengthening workplace safety culture to
mitigate risk before harm occurs. Dr. Berger is committed to advancing occupational health
practices that protect both workers and the public.



Lori Burke, MPH, RN, COHN-S/CM, FAAOHN holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
Northeastern University, and a Master of Public Health, with a concentration in Occupational &
Environmental Health, from Boston University.  She has worked as an Occupational Health
Nurse for 30 years and has been certified 27 of those years.  In 2024, she earned her
certification in Occupational Health Case Management and was honored as a Fellow of the
American Association of Occupational Health Nurses (AAOHN).

Mary Lou Ciolfi, JD, MS is Assistant Director of Policy & Education at the University of Maine
Center on Aging and Co-Director of the Consortium for Aging Policy Research & Analysis
(CAPRA), a partnership between the University of Maine and the University of Southern Maine.
In those roles she conducts aging-related research, policy analysis, and program evaluation on
a range of projects including long-term care, older adult workforce, ageism, and solo aging.
She is also a licensed Maine attorney, a former residential care administrator, and adjunct
faculty at University of New England's Graduate Programs in Public Health where she teaches
public health law and public health policy and mentors students working on policy-related
master’s theses. Mary Lou is facilitator for the National Center to Reframe Aging and presents
on topics related to ageism and elderspeak. She is a graduate of the University of Chicago, the
University of New Hampshire School of Law, and USM’s Muskie School of Public Service.

John W. Downs, MD, MPH, is an Associate Professor at Virginia Commonwealth University
and serves as Director of the Virginia Poison Center and Chief of the Division of Clinical
Toxicology. He is board certified in Internal Medicine, Occupational and Environmental
Medicine, and Medical Toxicology, and also serves as Medical Director of Employee Health
Services at VCU Health. Dr. Downs has more than two decades of experience integrating
clinical medicine with public health, including 24 years of service as an Army officer. His
professional interests focus on occupational toxicology, and the interface between poison
centers and frontline clinical practice.

Debra Dyleski-Najjar, Esq. has practiced management-side employment and benefits law for
over 30 years. In 2008 she founded the Najjar Employment Law Group, PC, as a labor,
employment and benefits boutique firm. Prior, she was an equity partner in a large Boston
firm, and brings her big firm experience to clients in counseling as well as in litigation matters.
In 2007, she was nominated by her peers and inducted as a Fellow of the College of Labor and
Employment Lawyers where she served as credentialling chair of the First Circuit. Ms. Najjar
has received the highest rating for competency and professionalism by Martindale-Hubbell,
and is a credentialed member of the American Society of Pension Professionals and Actuaries..
She has been recognized as a Super Lawyer each year since 2007, a recognition bestowed on
only the top 5% of attorneys in New England, and recognized in Best Lawyers® for Labor &
Employment Law. She serves as the Legislative Director for the Mass. SHRM State Council and
the Greater Merrimack Valley Human Resource Association. She is admitted to practice in the
state and federal courts of NH, MA and ME, and admitted to the United States Supreme Court.

Rajiv (Raj) Gupta, MD, PhD is the AMC Vice Chair of Clinical Operations at the Department of
Radiology at Mass General Brigham, and an Associate Professor of Radiology at Harvard
Medical School. He also serves as Visiting Professor of Technical Medicine at the University of
Twente in the Netherlands, Lecturer in Nuclear Science and Engineering at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, and Director of the Advanced X-ray Imaging Science (AXIS) Center at
MGH. A board-certified neuroradiologist, Dr. Gupta earned his MD at Cornell University, PhD in
Computer Science at the University at Stony Brook, and MSc (Hons) in Physics and BE (Hons)
in Electrical Engineering from the Birla Institute of Technology and Science, Pilani. His career
spans GE Global Research, MIT, and Harvard, blending engineering, computer science, and
medicine to advance neuroimaging. Actively engaged in clinical practice, research, education,
and radiology administration, he brings expertise in cutting-edge imaging techniques and
translational research.



Benjamin O. Hoerner, Esq. focuses his practice on labor and employment matters, general
litigation issues, as well as other healthcare-related matters. Ben Is the VP, Lead General
Counsel at Boston Children’s Hospital. Prior to joining Boston Children’s Hospital, Ben was a
labor and employment associate at Ropes & Gray LLP, where he counseled healthcare entities,
secondary schools and various businesses in all areas of employment law, including
employment liability claims. Prior to working at Ropes & Gray LLP, Ben was employed as a
Special Assistant Attorney General in the Cyber Crime Division of the Massachusetts Office of
the Attorney General. Ben received his JD from the University of Pennsylvania and his BA from
Cornell University. Prior to becoming an attorney, Ben worked as a Teach for America corps
member in the greater New Orleans region. 

Karen Huyck, MD, PhD, MPH, FACOEM is an Associate Professor of Medicine at Dartmouth in
the Section of Occupational and Environmental Medicine and the Medical Director of VT
RETAIN (Retaining Talent After Injury/Illness Network), a state early-intervention work disability
prevention program through the Vermont Department of Labor and funded by the U.S
Department of Labor. She is a former American College of Occupational and Environmental
Medicine Occupational Physician Scholar and former Howard Hughes Predoctoral Fellow in
the Biological Sciences. She completed her residency and MPH at the Harvard School of Public
Health and received her PhD in Cellular and Molecular Biology from the University of Vermont.
Prior to her position at Dartmouth, she worked in diverse OEM settings in the Boston area,
including as a staff physician, researcher, disability review consultant, impartial medical
examiner, and expert witness. Her current clinical and research interests include equitable
access to occupational medicine best practices and evidence-based stay-at-work/return-to-
work services to support the physical and mental health of workers in their communities.

Hervey L. Kimball, MD, MS is a board certified orthopedic surgeon specializing in the
treatment of the hand, wrist, forearm, elbow, and shoulder. He practices at New England
Baptist Hospital and local outpatient centers, offering tailored surgical care. He earned his
medical degree from Georgetown University, completed his residency at the University of
Connecticut, and a fellowship at Duke University Medical Center. Dr. Kimball serves as an
Assistant Clinical Professor at Tufts University School of Medicine and has been actively
involved in education through his role on the staff of the Tufts–New England Baptist Hand and
Upper Extremity Fellowship. A diplomate of the American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery, he
has published in peer-reviewed journals, contributed to academic texts, and presented
nationally and internationally. He is a member of several professional organizations, including
the ASSH, AAOS, Massachusetts Orthopedic Society, and the AMA. 

Jennifer N. Kimble, MS, CRC holds a master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from
Boston University and is a nationally Certified Rehabilitation Counselor. She has worked as
part of the public vocational rehabilitation sector for 30 years, supporting individuals and
programs focused on advancing employment outcomes for people with disabilities. Jennifer is
the current Chair of the Maine State Workforce Development Board’s Commission on
Disability and Employment and represents MaineHealth Vocational Services on the Maine
State Rehabilitation Council.



Jennifer J. Lim, RN, MSN, COHN-S/CM (retired), FAAOHN, is a national speaker, published
author, and healthcare leader with a distinguished career in the implementation of pre-
hospital emergency medical services, trauma center development, and occupational health
systems. As an early adopter in Santa Clara County, she helped shape modern paramedic
services and trauma care delivery frameworks.  With extensive executive leadership
experience, she has implemented 26 corporate health centers nationwide, including a
comprehensive Disability Case Management Center, and authored a Continuing Education
Module on Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM), with additional publications on pre-
hospital care management and assessment, published in the American Association of
Occupational Health Nurses Journal.  She has presented internationally, including at the First
International Conference on Living with Terrorism at the National Press Club in Washington,
DC, televised live on C-SPAN, and today focuses on advancing awareness and education on
cerebral aneurysms, improving recognition, response, and outcomes, while bridging clinical
expertise with an understanding of the emotional impact on clients.

Kristen Mitchell, MS, ATC is a certified athletic trainer specializing in regenerative orthopedics
and musculoskeletal rehabilitation. At Boston Sports & Biologics in Wellesley, MA, she provides
direct clinical support to Dr. Walter Sussman, DO, with responsibilities spanning patient intake,
evaluation, treatment planning, and post-procedural follow-up for interventions such as PRP,
MFAT, BMAC, Tenex, and Sonex procedures. She plays a key role in documentation, clinical
education, durable medical equipment fitting, and coordinating care across multidisciplinary
providers. Kristen also manages a remote therapeutic monitoring platform, Limber,
supporting home-based rehabilitation to improve patient adherence and outcomes.

Kai Mithoefer, MD is a double board-certified orthopedic surgeon at Boston Bone & Joint
Institute (BBJI) and New England Baptist Hospital. He completed his residency training in the
Harvard Orthopedic Program and fellowships in Orthopedic Trauma (Harvard), Shoulder
Surgery, and Sports Medicine (Hospital for Special Surgery). Dr. Mithoefer has more than 20
years of clinical expertise and is an internationally recognized specialist for sports medicine,
joint preservation and regenerative orthopedics. Dr. Mithoefer has worked as team physician
for the New England Revolution, U.S. Men’s National Soccer Team, World Team Tennis, U.S.
Davis Cup Team, and U.S. Open Tennis tournament, and has served as Assistant Medical
Director for Major League Soccer (MLS). He is an Assistant Professor of Orthopedics at Tufts
University, School of Medicine, has published more than 100 scientific articles and book
chapters, and is a frequent speaker at national and international meetings. Dr. Mithoefer has
been awarded Top Doctor for both Castle Connolly and Boston Magazine for many years. He
has a special interest in the care of orthopedic occupational injuries and is the founder and
surgical director of BBJI OccMed, as well as the chair of the annual BBJI Orthopedic Work
Injury Conference.

David Michaels, PhD, MPH is an epidemiologist and Professor at the George Washington
University Milken Institute School of Public Health. He served as Assistant Secretary of Labor
for Occupational Safety and Health 2009-2017, the longest serving administrator in OSHA’s
history. Michaels served as Assistant Secretary of Energy for Environment, Safety, and Health
1998-2001, charged with protecting the workers, community, and environment around the
nation’s nuclear weapons facilities. He was chief architect of the historic initiative that provided
more than $32 billion in compensation for nuclear weapons workers sickened following
exposure to radiation, beryllium or other hazards.

https://www.energy.gov/ehss/energy-employees-occupational-illness-compensation-program


Phyllis Phillips, Esq’s work experience includes 10 years as the senior Administrative Law
Judge for the Vermont Department of Labor’s Workers’ Compensation and Safety Division, a
stint as co- owner of a Vermont-based workers’ compensation insurance company, and some
years as a partner in a Burlington law firm. Currently she maintains her own mediation
practice, helping to resolve disputes across a wide range of both legal, personal, and
employment-related disputes. She is a Fellow of the College of Workers’ Compensation
Lawyers and a Diplomat of the National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals.

Jamie Ponmattam, MD, MPH is a graduate of Case Western Reserve University School of
Medicine in 2017. She completed an internship in pediatrics and then earned her MPH in
Environmental Health from Columbia University. Dr. Ponmattam worked as a research
assistant in public health at HSPH for three and a half years and is currently a resident at the
Yale Occupational and Environmental Medicine residency program.

Michael Reinhorn, MD, MBA, FACS is a board-certified general surgeon and Fellow of the
American College of Surgeons who specializes exclusively in hernia surgery. He is the
President and Co-Founder of Boston Hernia, an ambulatory hernia-only practice in Wellesley,
MA, where he and his team have performed over 7,000 hernia repairs with outcomes tracked
through a national quality database. He holds an engineering degree from Cornell, an MD
from Boston University, and an MBA from Brandeis, and serves as Associate Clinical Professor
of Surgery at Tufts University School of Medicine. Dr. Reinhorn is a nationally recognized expert
in work-related groin injuries, mesh and non mesh inguinal hernia surgery. He co-chairs the
Opioid Reduction Task Force for the Abdominal Core Health Quality Collaborative, where he
leads efforts to reduce opioid use after hernia surgery. His clinical focus is on eliminating
chronic pain as a complication of inguinal hernia repair through superior anatomical
education and evidence-based surgical technique.

Kari C. Nadeau, M.D., Ph.D. is a world-renowned physician-scientist whose career serves as a
bridge between clinical excellence and pioneering environmental health research. She is  the
Chair of the Department of Environmental Health at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public
Health and the John Rock Professor of Climate and Population Studies, and her research  
focuses on the intersection of immunology, climate change, and human health. After
graduating from Haverford College, she earned both her PhD and MD from Harvard Medical
School through the NIH Medical Scientist Training Program. At Harvard, she directs the
Allergy, Climate, and Exposomics Laboratory, investigating the systemic impacts of air
pollution and wildfires. Prior to her Harvard tenure, she was the Naddisy Foundation Professor
at Stanford University, where she founded the Sean N. Parker Center for Allergy and Asthma
Research. he has served on the U.S. EPA’s Scientific Advisory Board and currently contributes
to the WHO Air Pollution and Health Scientific Advisory Group. In 2022, she was appointed to
the U.S. Federal Wildfire Commission, where she addresses the health crises precipitated by
the climate-driven increase in wildfire frequency. Beyond her research and policy work, she is
a prolific entrepreneur, having launched four biotech companies dedicated to advancing
immunological treatments. Dr. Nadeau is a member of the National Academy of Medicine and
has received numerous accolades, including the Paul Ehrlich International Award for Research.
Through her roles as a clinician at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and a global leader in
environmental health, she continues to advocate for a holistic approach to medicine—
recognizing that the health of the individual is inseparable from the health of the planet.



Erin E. Sullivan, PhD is an Associate Professor of Healthcare Management at the Sawyer
Business School at Suffolk University. Her research focuses on understanding and addressing
burnout in healthcare and on elevating the role of primary care in the U.S. health system. She
bridges management principles with clinical practice to strengthen leadership, teams, and
culture in healthcare organizations. Professor Sullivan has conducted research related to
healthcare delivery in over 10 countries and on three continents. She holds a BA in art history
from Wellesley College and a PhD in business studies from Trinity College, Dublin.

Austin Sumner, MD, MPH is trained in internal medicine and occupational medicine. Dr.
Sumner has been practicing occupational medicine for over 20 years and specializes in
functional restoration.  Dr. Sumner manages the most complex workplace injuries including
postsurgical, multi-trauma, and prolonged disability cases.

Walter I. Sussman, DO is a dual board-certified specialist in Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation and Sports Medicine and serves as Founder and Managing Partner of Boston
Sports & Biologics, a nonsurgical musculoskeletal and regenerative medicine practice in
Wellesley, Massachusetts. Dr. Sussman specializes in minimally invasive treatments of tendon,
nerve, and joint pain using biologic injections and ultrasound-guided procedures designed to
reduce recovery time and avoid surgery. He is a published author, national lecturer, and co-
author of the textbook Atlas of Interventional Orthopedics.

Megan Romano, PhD, MPH, is an epidemiologist whose research explores the influence of
exposure to environmental endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) during the sensitive
windows of pregnancy and gestation on cardiometabolic health and cancer risk across the life
course. Dr. Romano also works with local and regional stakeholders to address community
concerns related to per- and polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination in northern New
England.

Jill Rosenthal, MD, MPH, MA, MSQM, FACOEM, serves as the Incoming Chief Medical Officer
of Concentra. Dr. Rosenthal received her BA from Duke University where she also earned a
Certificate in the Biopsychosocial Approach to Health and Human Development and her MS in
Health Analytics from the Fuqua School of Business. Dr. Rosenthal received her MD, MPH, and
MA from the University of Illinois. She is Board Certified in Occupational Medicine and licensed
in Florida, California, and Texas. Dr. Rosenthal has served as the Chief Medical Officer for Zenith
Insurance, a Fairfax Financial Company, and as a Medical Director for General Motors and two
Johnson and Johnson companies. She is a member of the WCI Advisory Board and the
President of the American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine. Dr.
Rosenthal is also a proud mother of her four adult children.



Thomas H. Winters MD, FACOEM, FACPM is the Principal, President and Chief Medical Officer
of Occupational and Environmental Health Network (OEHN), an occupational and
environmental medicine consulting firm that he co-founded in 2004. Board certified in
Occupatoinal and Environmental Medicine and Internal Medicine and trained in Infectious
Disease, Dr. Winters has over  35 years experience in the occupational health arena. Dr. Winters
leads a team of board- certified occupational health physicians and other clinicians who
provide remote and onsite clinical leadership and consulting for employee and occupational
health programs in hospitals, universities, research institutions, biotech, manufacturing,
insurers, municipalities and other organizations throughout New England and nationally.
Since 1999, Dr. Winters has served as Chief of Occupational Medicine at New England Baptist
Hospital in Boston. He is also Medical Director of Employee Health, including animal and
research Labs at Dana Farber Cancer Institute and at Boston Children’s Hospital Occupational
Health Department and is a member of the Institutional Biosafety Committees at both
hospitals. Dr. Winters also provides Medical Director services at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center Employee Health Department. Since 2009 He has been Occupational Health Officer of
the Boston University Research Occupational Health Program and the National Emerging
Infectious Disease Lab (NEIDL), one of the few BSL 4 Labs in the United States. Additionally, Dr.
Winters provides Medical Director oversight for Harvard University BSL 2 and 3 Laboratories.
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	Lori Burke, MPH, RN, COHN-S/CM, FAAOHN holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Northeastern University, and a Master of Public Health, with a concentration in Occupational & Environmental Health, from Boston University.  She has worked as an Occupational Health Nurse for 30 years and has been certified 27 of those years.  In 2024, she earned her certification in Occupational Health Case Management and was honored as a Fellow of the American Association of Occupational Health Nurses (AAOHN).
	Mary Lou Ciolfi, JD, MS is Assistant Director of Policy & Education at the University of Maine Center on Aging and Co-Director of the Consortium for Aging Policy Research & Analysis (CAPRA), a partnership between the University of Maine and the University of Southern Maine. In those roles she conducts aging-related research, policy analysis, and program evaluation on a range of projects including long-term care, older adult workforce, ageism, and solo aging. She is also a licensed Maine attorney, a former residential care administrator, and adjunct faculty at University of New England's Graduate Programs in Public Health where she teaches public health law and public health policy and mentors students working on policy-related master’s theses. Mary Lou is facilitator for the National Center to Reframe Aging and presents on topics related to ageism and elderspeak. She is a graduate of the University of Chicago, the University of New Hampshire School of Law, and USM’s Muskie School of Public Service.
	John W. Downs, MD, MPH, is an Associate Professor at Virginia Commonwealth University and serves as Director of the Virginia Poison Center and Chief of the Division of Clinical Toxicology. He is board certified in Internal Medicine, Occupational and Environmental Medicine, and Medical Toxicology, and also serves as Medical Director of Employee Health Services at VCU Health. Dr. Downs has more than two decades of experience integrating clinical medicine with public health, including 24 years of service as an Army officer. His professional interests focus on occupational toxicology, and the interface between poison centers and frontline clinical practice.
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